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	ABSTRACT

INTRODUCTION: This study is about the influence of academicals education in the development of moral competence (Kohlberg, 1964). Such capability is made throughout the life but being dependent of educational quality, would be reasonable to expect that professional education influence and stimulate reflexive capacity and so, develop moral competence. Traditional academicals syllabus do not contemplate the development of moral competence, however, academicals environment can stimulate guided reflexion and role taking activities. The objective of this paper was evaluating moral competence in pedagogy students since the first year to the last one. The instrument used was MJT_xt elaborated by Georg Lind and validated to Portuguese language by Bataglia (2006). METODOLOGY: All the students of pedagogy (morning classes) of one campus of a private university in Sao Paulo (Brazil) were invited to answer MJT_xt. This test is composed by three dilemmas: the first about robbery, the second about euthanasia and the third about torture.  RESULTS: 102 students participated: 68 from the first year, 19 from the second and 15 from the third. This represents: 100% from the first year, 35% from the second and 31% of the third. MJT_xt’s score can vary from zero to one hundred. Cohen (1977; 1988; 1994) classified MJT values as such: 0 to 9 is very low; 10-29 is medium; 30 – 49 is high; above 50 is very high. The first year showed mean equal 10.85; the second year, 10.30 and the third year, 11.8. Lind (2000) considers a variation significant above 6 points. CONCLUSION: In the sample studied there was no change in the moral competence from the beginning to the end of the course. That is, the academicals environment had no influence in the development of such capability. The variation of percentages of participation can be a possible cause or a reflex of these results. 
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